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UNIFLEX / Eldar Krainer

Eldar Krainer (b. 1992), alumnus of the Bezalel Art Academy Department of Fine
Art, creates sculptures which, at first glance, seem familiar due to their banality
and the way in which they function within the everyday environment. Though,
when prolonged attention is paid to the works, they reveal a distortion that
implies they are not the thing in itself, ready-made, rather they were purposely
engineered that way in the first place.

I first encountered Krainer’s works in 2016, while we were both students at
Bezalel. I found his sculptures intriguing; his use of organic shapes reminiscent of
butterflies, flowers, and stones, took the form of artificial objects made of silicone,
stainless steel, printed polymers, and vinyl. The elegant, minimalist appearance,
still present in his works, masks the sisyphean process behind them, which
consists of meticulous planning and hours of computerised modeling.

In UNIFLEX, Eldar expands his sculptural borders to produce a site-specific
installation composed of 50 some-odd meters of transparent piping, to which
white plastic valves in the shape of flowers are attached. The installation spreads
across the walls and floor of the exhibition space, merging with dominant
elements within the space such as electrical wires and air-conditioning, but,
unlike them, it remains disconnected from any resource.

Technological irrigation systems were developed to enable prosperity,
sustainability and the future. The displayed installation brings to mind a cyborg’-
like irrigation system; the pipes on view merge with the organic florals, nearly
consuming them. While flowers in nature have advanced reproductive
mechanisms for the sake of seduction and courtship, in UNIFLEX they serve as
plumbing - their existence does not depend on interaction with the world, and
they are opaque and inanimate.

Eldar’s artistic motivation draws attention to themes such as lack of fulfillment,
repressed eros, and fetishism towards objects that promise emotional
gratification. In UNIFLEX, such notions are expressed within a system void of life,
uselessly hanging, orphaned of touch or operation.

Ariel Hacohen, August 2020

1 A cyborg (contracted from cybernetic organism) is a hybrid of a living organism and a machine. The
cyborg object/subject presents an aesthetic of blurring boundaries between animal and human, male and
female, conceptual and tangible, natural and artificial, realistic and fictional. The cyborg constitutes a
primary metaphor in the hybrid world, one that points at and defines a person’s political, philosophical,
and gender identity within the technological environment of the early 21st century.

From Encyclopedia of Ideas, Edited by Dan Arav and David Gurevitz, Babel Publishing, 2012.
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9191 915K / UNIFLEX
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